
   
On the left: What we know today as the “Old Butcher Shop,” Gas pumps and the original hangars at Davis Field – 

Circa 1945 (photos courtesy of Bob Mott) 

Long Island Early Fliers Club, Inc. 
January, February 2017 Newsletter 

Editor: Fred Coste Volume 2, Issue 1 
Website: www.liefc.org 

A word from our President, Sal Vitale: 
 
The Long Island Early Fliers Club has come a long way in the past three years and we are hopeful that 
you will continue to support our efforts by continuing your membership this month. Your membership 
represents the life blood of our organization and, as we achieve our long sought goal of creating a 
museum at Bayport Aerodrome, your involvement now is more important than ever. 
 

Three years ago we started construction of our new home at Bayport Aerodrome. After moving in, we 
started cataloging and organizing the artifacts that we have collected. We are now getting ready to set 
up our displays; from books that were autographed by people, such as Eddie Rickenbacker and Roscoe 
Turner to rare propellers, our Bleriot 11 full size replica, and a 1943 Aeronca L-3 spotter’s plane that 
saw action during WWII in North Africa and the Pacific. But that’s not all! 
 

We are also offering bus trips at reasonable rates to exciting locations. If you haven’t already reserved 
your place for our Washington trip March 16; 17; 18, 2017, please consider making your reservation 
soon as we are more than halfway toward our maximum for this trip! Enrollment is open to adults, 
both members and nonmembers who are simply interested in the places we have on our itinerary. 
 
Don’t forget our Mach Money Raffle fundraiser! A $50.00 ticket gives you the chances to win one or 
more of the nine prizes ranging from $500 to the top prize of $10,000. The drawing will be held at our 
first meeting after the winter break, which is Sunday April 9, 2017. Only 600 tickets are being sold. 
 

http://www.liefc.org/


We think you’ll agree that the L.I. Early Fliers 
are on the move and we hope you will 
continue to support our efforts and attend 
some of our meetings in 2017! Remember, 
they are always on the second Sunday of the 
month at 1:30 p.m., starting in April. An email 
reminder is sent each month, one week prior. 

 
L.I.E.F.C. adds a new plane to 

the collection! 
 
We are proud to announce the addition of 

a 1943 Aeronca L-3 to our collection at 
Bayport. 

 
The airplane was donated by Arthur Szu in 
early November. Along with the airplane 
we received the original spotters radio and 
documentation showing the planes history 
as a warbird in North Africa as well as the 
Pacific, during WWII. 
 

 
Rich Wyeroski assisted us in the acquisition. This 
photo was taken when he first taxied up to our 

hangar. 

 
The Aeronautical Corporation of America, 
known simply as “Aeronca,” was formed in 
November of 1928. A group of investors 
had a half million dollars to risk between 

them, so they decided to set up shop at 
Lunken Airport in Cincinnati, Ohio. The 
only problem was that they did not have 
an airplane design that they could start 
building! The group’s goal was to 
manufacture a simple, fun airplane. 
 
The first model became known as the C-2; 
a single place monoplane featuring a two 
cylinder, 26 horsepower engine of 
Aeronca’s own design. Realizing that a 
training model was also needed, the C-2 
was redesigned to seat two people in a 
tandem configuration and the engine was 
upgraded to 36 hp. This economical trainer 
could be rented at $1.50 per hour for dual 
instruction/ $1.00 per hour, solo. By 
comparison, when I learned to fly in 1969, 
a Cessna 150 rented for $15.00 per hour 
solo; $25.00 dual. Today’s prices are 
almost 100 times the rates of those 
original 1928 prices – I suppose that’s not 
too bad for 88 years of inflation! 
 
As competition increased, Aeronca started 
putting more powerful engines into their 
airplanes. In 1941, the U.S. Army ordered 4 
planes each from Aeronca, Piper and 
Taylorcraft for evaluation. The Taylorcraft 
was designated “O-57” the Aeronca “O-58” 
and the Piper became known as the “O-
59.” The “O” indicated the class of these 
airplanes as “Observer” aircraft. The Army 
realized that these airplanes could be used 
from relatively unprepared fields and dirt 
roads, and was a great replacement for the 
balloons that had been used in WWI for 
spotting. Having witnessed this class of 



airplanes operating from small clearings, 
an Army official said they looked like 
grasshoppers coming out of the tall grass. 
It was a name that stuck. In fact, the Long 
Island Early Fliers L-3 is adorned with the 
Grasshopper logo, just aft of the engine 
compartment. 
 

 
 
After entering WWII, the Army changed 
the “Observation” designation to “L” – 
“Liaison.”  Aeronca built approximately 
1800 L-3s as well as working with Long 
Island’s Fairchild Aircraft Corporation to 
build 620 PT-19A trainers, which were 
called the Cornell. The L-3 soon went into 
service patrolling the Pacific coast for 
Japanese submarines. Our L-3 was used in 
North Africa, and later the South Pacific. 
 

 
 

The L.I.E.F. L-3 is restored in its paint to 
honor its North African service history. In 
addition to the sand beige overall color, 
the bottoms of the fuselage and wings are 
sky blue. The rudder sports the red, white 
and blue of the Free French forces in North 
Africa, and the U.S. “star insignia” is 
surrounded in a yellow band. 
 

 
 
L.I.E.F. is very proud of our warbird, which 
was donated to us this past November by 
Arthur Szu, together with the original 
spotter’s radio. We also thank Rich 
Wyeroski for assisting us in obtaining the 
airplane.  
 

L.I.E.F.C. Holiday Party a great 
success! 

 
With 62 Early Fliers attending, we enjoyed 
our first holiday party in our hangar. There 
was a wide choice of food that was 
prepared and served by Pat Gallagher and 
Fred Coste. 
 
There were several appetizers, many 
choices for the meal and dessert. Even the 
coffee machine that Helmut Sherner  



donated was working hard to keep up with 
the hungry group! 
 

 
 
There was also plenty of beer, wine and 
soda to lift the spirits. Many members 
expressed the desire to do it again next 
year……so we will! 
 

L.I.E.F.C. Dues for 2017 are due! 
 

For the first time, we have automated the 
billing process and dues bills have been 
sent to our membership list of almost 200. 
Please renew at your earliest convenience 
to keep our newsletter, meeting notices, 
and announcement of our activities  
coming to your computer. Realizing that 
there are some members who do not have 
email capability, we do send a handful of 
items out through the U.S. Postal Service. 
If you do not have email, you need to let us 
know! 
 

Washington trip March 16, 17, 18 
 

Don’t miss out on our next trip to 
Washington. We will be visiting the NASA 
Goddard Space Flight Center for a private 
tour the first day. It is anticipated that we 
will see the new James Webb Space 

Telescope that is being prepared for launch 
to replace Hubble, as well as many other 
satellites that will soon be passing over 
head. 
 

Our second day will include a visit to N.A.S. 
Patuxent River, home of the Navy’s Test 
Pilot School. PAX River has a new naval 
aviation museum that we are booked to 
tour, as well. 
 

Day three will include a guided tour at the 
Steven Udvar Hazy Center of the National 
Air & Space Museum. We are returning 
there by popular demand, however we 
also will have a docent to bring us around 
to specific highlights in the museum. 
 

If time permits, we will visit some of the 
other famous sights in Washington. 
 

We will be traveling on a full sized tour bus 
with a bathroom aboard. The tours are 
limited to 44 people, however the bus has 
a capacity of 55, so there is plenty of room 
to spread out and visit with each other 
while we are driving. As always, 
“refreshments” will be served…and don’t 
forget the free cocktails at the hotel from 
5:30-7:00 p.m. as well as the extensive  
breakfast, which is included at Embassy 
Suites Hotel. Space is going fast as we 
already have 26 reservations booked. For 
further details and to book your space on 
our adventure, please call Fred Coste at 
(631) 523-5407 or email me at:  

fred@costeagency.com 
 

Don’t miss out! 

mailto:fred@costeagency.com


Don’t forget the MACH MONEY 
raffle! 

 
LIEF is also doing well with our first ever 
raffle fundraiser. Mach Money tickets are 
being ordered through the mail each day. 
If every member supported the club by 
purchasing 2 tickets, we would be close to 
selling out all six hundred tickets already! 
Please see the details at the end of this 
newsletter. The money will be used to 
fund the construction of our displays and 
the costs associated with moving the 
aircraft to our hangar. 
 
Some sad news……………. 
 
The L.I. Early Fliers Club was saddened to 
learn of the passing of Past President Bob 
Glaudino. Lt. Col. Glaudino served in both 
WWII and Korea before bringing honor and 
distinction to the Long Island Early Fliers 
Club. We will feature more about Bob’s life 
in an upcoming issue of our newsletter. 
 

 
 
The Long Island Early Fliers gratefully 
acknowledges the more than $750.00 in 

donations that have been sent in to honor 
Bob’s memory and how he touched the 
lives of all who knew him. 
 

Piper Cub Share for Sale  
A share in a 1945 Piper Cub based at the 
Bayport Aerodrome is becoming available. 
Step back in time flying your Cub from 
Long Island’s historic grass airport in 
Bayport NY. 
We are looking for a current pilot with a 
tailwheel endorsement or equivalent and a 
current medical. Cub time would be 
preferred but not necessary. 
Yearly dues are approximately $900. This 
covers your share of hangar, insurance, 
annual maintenance, etc. 
No hourly fees to fly. Pay for only the fuel 
you use. 

1/8 Share only $3400 
Please call Jon at 631-780-4414 

 

Late breaking news……………… 
 
We are pleased to announce that the Long 
Island Early Fliers Club is going to receive 
the donation of a Grumman G-44 
Widgeon! The aircraft title has been 
transferred to the club and there is just a 
little bit of paperwork to complete.

 



 Although we are not sure when the 
airplane will be at our hangar, as yet. 
Arrangements are presently being made to 
truck the airplane to Bayport. We are busy 
organizing and making room in our hangar 
to accept this beautiful airplane, as well as 
starting the planning that will go into the 
way in which we will be setting up each of 
the different displays so that we can soon 
welcome in the public to our new museum 
and education center. 
More details will be announced as plans 
are finalized. 
 

Time to smile………….. 
 

A teenage boy had just passed his driving 
test and inquired of his father as to when 
they could discuss his use of the car. 
 
His father said he'd make a deal with his 
son, "You bring your grades up from a C to 
a B average, study your Bible a little and 
get your hair cut.  Then we'll talk about the 
car." 
The boy thought about that for a moment, 
decided he'd settle for the offer and they 
agreed on it. 
After about six weeks his father said, "Son, 
you've brought your 
grades up and I've observed that you have 
been studying your Bible, but I'm 
disappointed you haven't had your hair 
cut." 
The boy said, "You know, Dad, I've been 
thinking about that, and I've noticed in my 
studies of the Bible that Samson had long 

hair, John the Baptist had long hair, Moses 
had long hair, and there's even strong 
evidence that Jesus had long hair." 
 

Dad's reply: 
 
"Did you also notice that they all Walked 
everywhere they went?" 
 

 
 

 
 
Please support our raffle fundraiser 

see details on the next page:



 
 



 
TERMS & CONDITIONS 

Eligibility: 
Purchaser must be at least age 21 on October 1, 2016 in order to be eligible to buy tickets in this drawing. 
Each entrant, by entering the Raffle, agrees to abide by all of the rules and conditions contained herein, as well as all 
applicable local, state and federal laws and regulations, and further agrees to release the Long Island Early Fliers 
Club, Inc. and its officers and directors, members, agents and volunteers from any and all liability with respect to all 
aspects of the Raffle including, but not limited to, the selection process. The Raffle is open to any eligible person 
residing in a state where the Raffle is not prohibited. Entrants must be 21 years of age or older. 
  
Tickets: 
Each purchased ticket shall constitute an “entry” into the raffle drawing for all prizes and the person to whom the 
ticket is registered shall be the “entrant.”  If an entrant’s payment is dishonored by the bank for any reason, such 
entrant’s raffle ticket will be declared invalid unless full and satisfactory payment is made prior to the Raffle 
drawing. LIEFC, its, officers, directors, and members are not responsible for and shall not be liable for: 1). 
Incomplete, illegible, or unintelligible entries; 2). Incorrect, returned, or misdirected notifications based on 
inaccurate information provided by the entrant; or 3). Any condition caused by events beyond the control of LIEFC. 
 
Drawing: 
Winners will be determined by random drawings of all the eligible entrants received. The drawings will be held on 
April XX, 2017 at the LIEFC hangar, Bayport Aerodrome, Bayport, NY. The winners do not need to be present at 
the time of the drawing to win. LIEFC will endeavor to notify all winners within 5 business days of the drawing.  It 
is the responsibility of the donor/entrant to provide valid contact information for notification. 
 
Winners: 
At the discretion of LIEFC, winners will be notified by phone, e-mail or by mail based on the information received 
on the entry form. Names of winners will be available to all media and will be listed on the LIEFC website. Winning 
entrants agree to allow LIEFC to use their names, likeness, and any statements made by them regarding the prize for 
advertising or publicity purposes without compensation. If the winner cannot be located after LIEFC has made 
reasonable attempts to do so, or if the winner is deemed to be ineligible, such winner will be deemed to have 
forfeited his or her prize, and another subsequent winner will be selected for such prize. The same procedure will be 
followed until all prizes have been awarded. 
  
Restrictions: 
All prize winners are responsible for all costs associated with delivery and other applicable fees, local, state and 
federal taxes associated with their respective prizes. Winners will be required to provide LIEFC with a valid social 
security number and must complete all IRS and similar forms requested by LIEFC prior to release of their prize. 
Failure to do so within thirty (30) days of request shall result in an automatic forfeiture of such winner’s prize. 
  
General Terms & Conditions: 
By obtaining a Raffle ticket, you agree to be bound by these Official Rules and Regulations and the decisions of 
LIEFC, which shall be final. LIEFC is not responsible for any injuries, losses, or damages of any kind arising in 
connection with or as a result of the winner’s acceptance or use of any prize. By entering the Raffle, each participant 
releases LIEFC, its directors, officers, members, and agents from any and all liability for any injuries, losses or 
damages of any kind caused by any prize or resulting from acceptance, possession, use, or misuse of any prize, and 
the winner agrees to indemnify and hold LIEFC harmless from any and all losses, damages, rights, claims and 
actions of any kind arising in connection with or as a result of the winner’s acceptance or use of any prize. 
 
Disclaimer of All Other Representations and Warranties: 
THERE ARE NO REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES OTHER THAN AS SET FORTH IN THESE 
OFFICIAL RULES AND REGULATIONS. LIEFC disclaims all other representations and warranties, expressed or 
implied, regarding this raffle, including, but not limited to any implied warranties of merchantability or fitness for a 
particular purpose. A raffle participant’s sole and exclusive remedy for LIEFCs breech shall be limited to the return 
of the purchase price paid for his or her raffle ticket(s). Such claim must be made at least 30 days before the drawing 
date of this raffle.  



 
Please support our sponsors: 

 

 
Long Island Early Fliers Club, Inc. is a non-profit organization founded in 1956 and Chartered by 
the New York State Education Department. We are dedicated to aviation education and 
preserving Long Island’s aviation heritage. Volunteers who want to help educate and preserve 
our history are always welcome. Annual Membership in our organization is $35.00 for 
individuals; $50.00 for families. 
 
Donations of aviation memorabilia, aircraft and aircraft parts, aviation clothing, display quality 

models and items of historic significance are always welcome and greatly appreciated. Cash 
donations, as well as artifact donations are tax deductible. You may visit our facility at Bayport 

Aerodrome, Vitamin Drive, Bayport New York most Wednesdays between the hours of 9:00 
a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Appointments are necessary as airports are secure locations and can also be 

arranged at other times for your convenience. Contact us at: L.I.E.F.C., P.O. Box 43, Holbrook, 
NY, 11741 or call (631)-523-5407 (Fred Coste) or fax: 631-588-2147 

 
Sal Vitale             Pat Gallagher              Fred Coste               Joan Vitale 

                                              President                         Vice President                         Treasurer                              Secretary           
 

 


