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Editor: Fred Coste Volume 1, Issue 5 
 

Happy Independence Day! 

There are many who will call this day “the Fourth of July,” however it’s more than just a date; 
it’s a spirit, an attitude; it’s what makes the United States of America special in our world, so 

help us all celebrate our very special: 

 Independence Day! 
 

Despite the fact that mankind had but 54 years of experience with flying heavier – than – air - craft in 
1957, the United States found itself in a space race with the Soviet Union, which had just successfully 
launched Sputnik into low earth orbit. While we were blowing up most of our rockets on the launch 
pad, the Soviets were in space! There was tremendous fear as many Americans gazed up at the 
October night sky to watch that shiny basketball sized sphere streak by. It was the height of the cold 
war; many thought that if they could send Sputnik up like that, they could do it with an atomic bomb 
too.  

On January 20, 1961, President Kennedy summed up our position in the second paragraph of his 
Inaugural Address: “Let the word go forth from this time and place, to friend and foe alike, that the 
torch has been passed to a new generation of Americans – born in this century, tempered by war, 
disciplined by a hard and bitter peace, proud of our ancient heritage – and unwilling to witness or 
permit the slow undoing of those human rights to which this Nation has always been committed…” 



It wasn’t long before our new President set us 
on the path that was the most audacious 
adventure in history….leaving the earth to 
walk on the moon.….and we had less than ten 
years in which to get there!  

 

In the early days, Nasa Engineers planned 
space missions on a chalk board, using slide 
rules. Note the calculations done by hand. 

The day was July 16, 1969. People all over the 
world gathered at their small, mostly black and 
white TV screens to watch the launch of Apollo 
11. You can relive that exciting day by “control 
+ clicking” this link:  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=oiiwAfGjLxU 

 

( NOTE: This link is set up is roughly 10 minute 
segments, so you can relive the entire flight 

right through to splashdown, if you wish..but 
please enjoy at least the first ten minute 

segment) 

A different take on the 
moon landing 

By JAMES H. WARNER 
JULY 20, 2009 

 Today, July 20, 2009, marks the 40th 
anniversary of the first moon landing by 
astronaut Neil Armstrong. Almost 
everyone who was alive at the time will 
remember the day. They will remember 
where they were and what they were 
doing when they heard the news.  

I, too, remember where I was and what I 
was doing on that day, however, I did not 
hear the news of the moon landing for 
several more years. I was a prisoner of 
war in North Vietnam and on July 20, 
1969, I was in a small box that sat out in 
the sun in the third month of a prolonged 
interrogation about what the 
Communists were convinced was an 
escape attempt. 

 Cell found in a Vietnamese Prison Camp 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oiiwAfGjLxU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oiiwAfGjLxU


Although we did not hear any news 
about the actual moon landing, the 
Apollo program did affect us in an 
interesting way because we thought the 
landing had happened several months 
earlier.  

One morning in late December 1968, we 
heard the customary hiss as the 
loudspeaker system began warming up 
for what we anticipated would be the 
usual propaganda session from radio 
Hanoi. To our surprise, however, at 8 
a.m., instead of radio Hanoi, we heard a 
man with a British accent say, "This is the 
BBC Hong Kong. The American astronauts 
become the first human beings to come 
under the gravitational influence of 
another celestial body." And then the 
radio went dead. 

We never knew whether they wanted us 
to hear this or if it was a terrible mistake 
by someone who had been 
surreptitiously listening to the BBC.  

 

An hour later, we were taken out to 
wash. The first man out of our cell was 
Air Force Capt. Kenneth Fisher. We had 
not rehearsed what happened next. Ken 

looked up and could see the moon in the 
clear winter sky. He came to a stop, 
snapped to attention and saluted the 
moon. Instantly, the rest of us caught on. 
As each of us left the cell, we came to a 
stop, snapped to attention and saluted 
the moon.  

 The guard who was on duty in the guard 
tower leaned out to see what we were 
saluting. He had to lean so far that his 
pith helmet fell off. He almost dropped 
his rifle and, for a second, we thought he 
would fall out of the tower himself.  

 Navy Lt. j.g. Ted Stier went up to one of 
the guards and pointed at the moon and 
spoke the Vietnamese word for the 
United States, "Hoa Ky." He then pointed 
at the ground and said "Vietnam." He 
then made a pantomime as though he 
were operating a very large piece of 
artillery. Pointing at the moon again, and 
again speaking the Vietnamese word for 
America, "Hoa Ky," he began rocking 
back and forth with his imaginary 
artillery piece while crying out "boom, 
boom, boom" to show that American 



artillery, if placed on our moon, would 
have the range to hit North Vietnam. Ted 
walked away while the guard continued 
to stare doubtfully at the moon.  

 Later that morning, our political officer 
called Ken Fisher, who was the senior 
officer in our cell, out to interrogation 
and demanded an explanation of our 
conduct. Now, we didn't hear the whole 
news report from the BBC, so we 
assumed it meant somebody had landed 
on the moon. Ken explained since 
Americans were the first to land on the 
moon, it must belong to us. Therefore, 
we were just showing respect for our 
country by saluting when we saw it.  

 He told the political officer, whom we 
called "Louis the Rat," that despite 
American ownership of the moon, we 
would allow Vietnam to continue to use 
our moon to time their lunar new year. 
However, Ken added, they would have to 
change the Vietnamese word for moon. 
In Vietnamese, the word for the moon is 
actually two words, "ma trung." The 
word for American is "my." Therefore, 
Kenneth said, they would have to call our 
moon "my trung." Rat got very angry and 
sent Kenneth back to our cell.  

 Thereafter, at every opportunity, we 
asserted American ownership of the 
moon. This soon spread throughout the 
camp and guys began saluting the moon 
whenever they saw it.  

We didn't learn about our error in timing 
of the moon landing until early 1973, 
when we were joined by some of those 
shot down in 1972. By that time, 
however, the other news about what was 
going on in the real world was so 
interesting that we paid little attention to 
the moon landing. In any case, our story 
about the landing, even if premature, 
sounded better to us.  

 James H. Warner of Rohrersville is a retired 
attorney. He was a naval flight officer in the 
Marine Corps, flying in F-4B fighter/bombers 
in Vietnam. He was a POW for 5 1/2 years. 

 

 

 

 

Want to view past newsletters? 
Visit our website today: 

www.liefc.org 
 
 

Donations in the past month 
Our sincere thanks to: 
Frank Martucci  $100.00 
James Bountinas $  45.00 
 

http://www.liefc.org/


Editor’s Note:  There is a sad and little 
mentioned irony in America’s space 
program.  
Virgil (Gus) Grissom was our second man 
launched in a sub-orbital flight after Alan 
Shepard. Gus’s capsule, Liberty Bell 7, sunk 
after the explosive bolts that had been 
installed for a fast escape, fired 
prematurely in rough seas, allowing the 
capsule and Gus’s flight suit to fill with 
water. Gus almost drowned in the attempt 
to save the capule. 
It took NASA until the Apollo program to 
redesign the hatch so that it no longer 
needed those explosive bolts. 
Gus Grissom, Roger Chaffe and Ed White 
were chosen to be the crew of Apollo 1. 
The Apollo 1 capule was designed with a 
pure oxygen atmosphere and during 
testing caught fire on the lauch pad in 
January, 1967. Had those explosive bolts 
still been in use, it’s very possible that the 
astronauts would have been able to 
escape the fire that took their lives.  
The fire caused a major redesign to 
eliminate the pure oxygen atmosphere and 
almost caused the space program to not 
make it to the moon “by the end of this 
decade,’ as President Kennedy had 
requested. 

 
Gus Grissom,     Ed White,     Roger Chaffe 

Some additional links you may like to see: 
(double click to access these links): 

Discover_the_Discov
ery.pps

 
 

42079-Pictures_Of_E
arth.pps

 
 
Welcome New Members: 
Ted Leviton 
James Bountinas 
 

Club News: 
 
The Early Fliers take Washington by Bus! 
 

The Club had 22 members attend our first bus 
trip June 24th – 26th. 

 
The first day saw us visiting the National Air & 
Space Museum on the National Mall. 

 
The lunar module on display at NASM 
 
While at the museum, members saw many 
artifacts of early flight and the space program, 
as well as the movie “Beautiful Planet – in 3D” 
 



 
The nose of the Bell X-1 adorns the main 

museum hall next to the X-15 and the  
Spirit of St. Louis 

 
 
Later, the group settled in for the evening with 
free cocktails at the Embassy Suites Hotel which 
was a great way to unwind from spending a 
good part of the day in our tour bus. 

 
John & Tom Hancock discuss the day’s 
activities with Ed McDermott and Eric 

Sandberg 
 
 

The next day started at the National Museum of 
the Marine Corps. This brand new museum is 
located about an hour south of Washington in 
Triangle, Virginia. With impressive scenes of 
battles from the Halls of Montezuma, the 
Barbary Pirates, and the World Wars, through 
Korea, Vietnam and the Middle East, this 
museum is a must see for all Americans. 

 
The group pauses at the entrance to the 
National Museum of the Marine Corps. 

 
 

 
This UH-34 was restored by Marine Helicopter 
Squadron 361 Veterans Association, which was 

located in Cutchogue, L.I. for many years. It 
was donated to the Marine Museum when 

financial support became scarce. The Museum 
gives well deserved recognition to the 

members of Marine 361 for this donation, 
which proudly adorns the entrance to the 

museum. 
 



 
This 45 Star National Color was the first flag 

raised at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba by the 
Marines of Lt. Col Huntington’s Battalion on 

10 June 1898 
(We’ve been there longer than most people 

realize!) 
 

 
Ed McDermott and Eric Sandberg remember 

Vietnam 

 
This realistic scene is of an American “Advisor” 
with a South Vietnamese soldier as they come 

under attack. 
 

 

 
The museum has many life-like depictions of 

combat from all wars and conflicts. 
 

An F4U Corsair hangs in the main entrance hall 
 

After having lunch at the museum, it was off to 
the National Mall for more sightseeing. We 
stopped at the WWII Memorial and hiked to the 
Vietnam, and Korean Memorials while passing 
the Lincoln Memorial along the way. 
 

 
World War II – Pacific side 



 
The World War II Memorial stands in the 
shadow of the Washington Monument 

 
 

 
World War II Atlantic side 

 

 
The Lincoln Memorial 

 
This Korean War depiction is etched into the 

wall at the memorial 

 
American soldiers in Korea 

 
Ray Kelley viewing the Korean War Memorial 



 
The day came to a close with more fellowship 

at the hotel…….. 

 
….and maybe a few cocktails with Mike! 

 
Our chick magnet, John Hess, charms the 

ladies! 
The third and final day of our trip was at the 
Steven Udvar Hazy annex to the National Air & 
Space Museum. This extremely large hangar is 
located at Dulles Airport and has become the 
main Smithsonian attraction for aviators and 
aviation enthusiasts. 
 

 
The 94th Aero Squadron’s “Hat in the Ring” 

adorns Eddie Rickenbacker’s Spad 
 

 
Bob DeLalio’s son David, who lives in the area, 
joined him for our visit, sharing the weekend 

together 
 

 
This is a photo of the X-35, Joint Strike fighter. 
Note the engine and lift fan displayed in the 

background. The drive shaft on the front of the 
jet engine pulls 45,000 horsepower to lift the 

jet vertically off the ground. 
 



 
Space Shuttle Discovery 

 
After a full day of touring and lunch at the Hazy 

Center, the group settled in for a viewing 
……(and a few for a nap) of the IMAX movie: 

“Living in the Age of Airplanes.” 
 
Leaving the museum seemed bittersweet. We 
had all had such a good time together, but we 
knew it was time to head home. Reluctantly, we 
climbed aboard the bus and started discussing 
the possibility of doing this again next year. 
Mike and Lorraine said …”hell let’s do 
something next weekend!...............”  
And so our tired but happy band of friends 
headed back to New York with fond memories 
and exciting prospects for our next trip. 
 
 
Letters to the Editor: 
 
George P. Sanky, Sr. writes: 
I just had to write this letter pertaining to your 
excellent LIEF May-June 2016 newsletter. For 
me, there was no putting it down until I read it 
all in one sitting! 
Each page got more interesting until I came to 
the very end. I wish I could have met a hero like 
Commander Roth and shake his hand. 
I enlisted when I was 17 (with mother’s 
approval) in the Army Air Corps and waited a 
year until I was 18 and put on active duty. My 

desire to be a pilot was not to be; they closed 
down all pilot programs when WWII ended. 
Instead, I became a crew chief on a P-80 
aircraft. 
 
Susan Gardyan writes: 
You folks are doing a marvelous job! I’m doing 
well for a 92 year old. June Bartlett, an old timer 
in the Club, just lost one of her sons. Old timers 
in the Club will remember June. (Editor’s note: If 
anyone would like to contact June, I have an 
address on file for her.) 
 

We are sorry to announce the passing of the 
following members: 

John F. Pereira  May 23, 2016 
Robert E. Hoey  date unknown 
 
 
Please “control + click” this link: 

Space_Shuttle-Slv1.
pps

 
 

Time to smile……….. 
 
When NASA started sending astronauts 
into space, they quickly discovered that 
ball-point pens would not work in zero 
gravity. To combat this problem, NASA 
scientists spent a decade and $12 billion 
developing a pen that writes in zero 
gravity, upside-down, on almost any 
surface including glass and at 
temperatures ranging from below freezing 
to over 300 C. 

The Russians used a pencil. 

Your tax dollars at work……….. 



What would the summer be 
without an airshow?: 

(Control + click these three links…………) 
 
https://www.youtube.com/embed/u4D0y
x4DvBk?rel=0   

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nKU0
uQki5Dc&feature=player_embedded 
 
sts51f  
 
 

A BIG THANK YOU TO………………… 
The Long Island Early Fliers Club gratefully 
acknowledges the donation of cooking 
equipment and a “plumbed in” coffee 
maker from Helmut and Linda Scherner. 
 
 
 
A final word from Mr. Spock on space travel……. 

 
Been there…..done that……… 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/u4D0yx4DvBk?rel=0
https://www.youtube.com/embed/u4D0yx4DvBk?rel=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nKU0uQki5Dc&feature=player_embedded
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nKU0uQki5Dc&feature=player_embedded
http://www.ktb.net/~billmeco/sts114A.html


Please support our sponsors: 

 

 
Long Island Early Fliers Club, Inc. is a non-profit organization founded in 1956 and Chartered by 
the New York State Education Department. We are dedicated to aviation education and 
preserving Long Island’s aviation heritage. Volunteers who want to help educate and preserve 
our history are always welcome. Annual Membership in our organization is $35.00 for 
individuals; $50.00 for families. 
 
Donations of aviation memorabilia, aircraft and aircraft parts, aviation clothing, display quality 
models and items of historic significance are always welcome and greatly appreciated. Cash 
donations, as well as artifact donations are tax deductible. You may visit our facility at Bayport 
Aerodrome, Vitamin Drive, Bayport New York most Wednesdays between the hours of 9:00 
a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Appointments are necessary as airports are secure locations and can also be 
arranged at other times for your convenience. 

 
Sal Vitale             Pat Gallagher              Fred Coste               Joan Vitale              Bill King              Valarie King 
President                      1st Vice President                     2nd Vice President                Secretary                     Treasurer                     Financial Secretary           
      

 
 

 



Join/Renew today! 
 

 
 

Membership Application 
 
Name: __________________________  Annual Dues* 
       * Dues are not prorated. Dues year runs 
Address: ________________________  from January 1 through December 31 
 
 _________________________  Individual membership:  $35.00 
       Family membership:  $50.00 
Email: __________________________ 
       I am applying for: 
Occupation: _____________________  Individual ___  Family ___  Membership 
 
Names of family members joining: _______________________________________________ 
 
Background information: (Please check all that apply) 
Aviation Enthusiast  Private Pilot  Work(ed) in aviation industry  
Model Builder  Commercial Pilot  Aviation mechanic  
History Buff  Airline Pilot  Aircraft owner  
Computer technician  Enjoy writing  Enjoy photography  
      
 
I, ___________________________, being interested in the preservation of all facets of aviation 
history, Particularly that pertaining to Long Island’s aviation heritage, do hereby apply for 
membership in the Long Island Early Fliers Club, Inc. 
      ______________________________ _________ 
        (signature)       (date) 

The Long Island Early Fliers Club, Inc. is a non-profit organization, founded in 1956 and chartered by 
the New York State Education Department.  


