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A Word from our President, Sal Vitale: 
 
Happy Independence Day!  It’s a day to celebrate who we are and the core values we believe 
in as a nation. We are a country that lives by its laws. They are laws that reflect our values 
and are based upon our Constitution. Upholding those values has always been the common 
theme, regardless of the individual backgrounds of our diverse citizenry. 
 
No matter what part of the world one hales from, the United States of America has provided 
the opportunity to develop one’s own core values because of the personal freedoms that are 
guaranteed to all who come here. In the past, people have come here to become Americans, 
though still honoring their cultural backgrounds; they came to be successful and to make 
America successful; to enjoy a better life for their families and themselves. They did not come 
to make America an extension of the place of their birth. They did not come to change 
America. 
 
There are some who wish to change that and destroy America and its values. There are even 
law makers who have lost sight of that which has made American values the goal to which 
people want to aspire. So let us remember who we are on this Independence Day! 
 
 





Click here to see B-29s arrive at Tinian: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ybCl

OUN8Tmo 
 

An Interview with Colonel Paul 
Tibbets: 

We are pleased to provide a reprint of an 
interview with Col. Paul Tibbets, the pilot 
of the B-29 that dropped the first atom 
bomb. I hope you enjoy this insight into 
history from the man who was there. 
This interview was conducted in 2002 by 
Studs Terkel, also a WWII veteran. 
  
Studs Terkel: We're seated here, two old 
gaffers. Me and Paul Tibbets, 89 years old, 
brigadier-general retired, in his home town 
of Columbus, Ohio, where he has lived for 
many years.  
 
Paul Tibbets: Hey, you've got to correct 
that. I'm only 87. You said 89.  
 
Studs Terkel: I know. See, I'm 90. So I got 
you beat by three years.  
 
Now we've had a nice lunch, you and I and 
your companion. I noticed as we sat in that 
restaurant, people passed by. They didn't 
know who you were. But once upon a 
time, you flew a plane called the Enola Gay 
over the city of Hiroshima, in Japan, on a 
Sunday morning - August 6, 1945 - and a 
bomb fell. It was the atomic bomb, the 
first ever. And that particular moment 
changed the whole world around. You 
were the pilot of that plane.  

 
Paul Tibbets: Yes, I was the pilot.  
 
Studs Terkel: And the Enola Gay was 
named after...  
 
Paul Tibbets: My mother. She was Enola 
Gay Haggard before she married my dad, 
and my dad never supported me with the 
flying - he hated airplanes and 
motorcycles. When I told them I was going 
to leave college and go fly planes in the 
army air corps, my dad said, "Well, I've 
sent you through school, bought you 
automobiles, given you money to run 
around with the girls, but from here on, 
you're on your own. If you want to go kill 
yourself, go ahead, I don't give a damn" 
Then Mom just quietly said, "Paul, if you 
want to go fly airplanes, you're going to be 
all right." And that was that.  
 
Studs Terkel: Where was that?  
 
Paul Tibbets: Well, that was Miami, 
Florida. My dad had been in the real estate 
business down there for years, and at that 
time he was retired. And I was going to 
school at Gainesville, Florida, but I had to 
leave after two years and go to Cincinnati 
because Florida had no medical school.  
 
Studs Terkel: You were thinking of being a 
doctor?  
 
Paul Tibbets: I didn't think that, my father 
thought it. He said, "You're going to be a 
doctor," and I just nodded my head and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ybClOUN8Tmo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ybClOUN8Tmo


that was it. And I started out that way; but 
about a year before I was able to get into 
an airplane, fly it - I soloed - and I knew 
then that I had to go fly airplanes.  
 
Studs Terkel: Now by 1944 you were a pilot 
- a test pilot on the program to develop the 
B-29 bomber. When did you get word that 
you had a special assignment?  
 
Paul Tibbets: One day [in September 1944] 
I'm running a test on a B-29, I land, a man 
meets me. He says he just got a call from 
General Uzal Ent [commander of the 
second air force] at Colorado Springs, he 
wants me in his office the next morning at 
nine o'clock. He said, "Bring your clothing - 
your B4 bag - because you're not coming 
back." Well, I didn't know what it was and 
didn't pay any attention to it - it was just 
another assignment. I got to Colorado 
Springs the next morning perfectly on 
time. A man named Lansdale met me, 
walked me to General Ent's office and 
closed the door behind me. With him was 
a man wearing a blue suit, a US Navy 
captain - that was William Parsons, who 
flew with me to Hiroshima- and Dr. 
Norman Ramsey, Columbia University 
professor in nuclear physics. Norman said: 
"OK, we've got what we call the 
Manhattan Project. What we're doing is 
trying to develop an atomic bomb. We've 
gotten to the point now where we can't go 
much further till we have airplanes to work 
with." He gave me an explanation which 
probably lasted 45, 50 minutes, and they 
left. General Ent looked at me and said, 

"The other day, General Arnold 
[commanding general of the army air 
corps] offered me three names. "Both of 
the others were full colonels; I was a 
lieutenant-colonel. He said that when 
General Arnold asked which of them could 
do this atomic weapons deal, he replied 
without hesitation, "Paul Tibbets is the 
man to do it." I said, "Well, thank you, sir." 
Then he laid out what was going on and it 
was up to me now to put together an 
organization and train them to drop 
atomic weapons on both Europe and the 
Pacific - Tokyo.  
 
Studs Terkel: Interesting that they would 
have dropped it on Europe as well. We 
didn't know that.  
 
Paul Tibbets: My edict was as clear as 
could be. Drop simultaneously in Europe 
and the Pacific because of the secrecy 
problem - you couldn't drop it in one part 
of the world without dropping it in the 
other. And so he said, "I don't know what 
to tell you, but I know you happen to have 
B-29's to start with. I've got a squadron in 
training in Nebraska - they have the best 
record so far of anybody we've got. I want 
you to go visit them, look at them, talk to 
them, do whatever you want. If they don't 
suit you, we'll get you some more." He 
said: "There's nobody could tell you what 
you have to do because nobody knows. If 
we can do anything to help you, ask me." I 
said thank you very much. He said, "Paul, 
be careful how you treat this 
responsibility, because if you're successful 



you'll probably be called a hero. And if 
you're unsuccessful, you might wind up in 
prison."  
 
Studs Terkel: Did you know the power of 
an atomic bomb? Were you told about 
that?  
 
Paul Tibbets: No, I didn't know anything at 
that time. But I knew how to put an 
organization together. He said, "Go take a 
look at the bases, and call me back and tell 
me which one you want.." I wanted to get 
back to Grand Island , Nebraska ; that's 
where my wife and two kids were, where 
my laundry was done, and all that stuff. 
But I thought, "Well, I'll go to Wendover 
[army airfield, in Utah] first and see what 
they've got." As I came in over the hills I 
saw it was a beautiful spot. It had been a 
final staging place for units that were going 
through combat crew training, and the 
guys ahead of me were the last P-47 
fighter outfit. This lieutenant-colonel in 
charge said, "We've just been advised to 
stop here and I don't know what you want 
to do...but if it has anything to do with this 
base, it's the most perfect base I've ever 
been on. You've got full machine shops, 
everybody's qualified, they know what 
they want to do. It's a good place."  
 
Studs Terkel: And now you chose your own 
crew.  
 
Paul Tibbets: Well, I had mentally done it 
before that. I knew right away I was going 
to get Tom Ferebee [the Enola Gay's 

bombardier] and Theodore "Dutch" van 
Kirk [navigator] and Wyatt Duzenbury 
[flight engineer].  
 
Studs Terkel: Guys you had flown with in 
Europe ?  
 
Paul Tibbets: Yeah.  
 
Studs Terkel: And now you're training. And 
you're also talking to physicists like Robert 
Oppenheimer [senior scientist on the 
Manhattan project].  
 
Paul Tibbets: I think I went to Los Alamos 
[the Manhattan project HQ] three times, 
and each time I got to see Dr. 
Oppenheimer working in his own 
environment. Later, thinking about it, 
here's a young man, a brilliant person. And 
he's a chain smoker and he drinks 
cocktails. And he hates fat men.. And 
General Leslie Groves [the general in 
charge of the Manhattan project], he's a 
fat man, and he hates people who smoke 
and drink. The two of them are the first, 
original odd couple.  
 
Studs Terkel: They had a feud, Groves and 
Oppenheimer?  
 
Paul Tibbets: Yeah, but neither one of 
them showed it. Each one of them had a 
job to do.  
 
Studs Terkel: Did Oppenheimer tell you 
about the destructive nature of the bomb?  
 



Paul Tibbets: No.  
 
Studs Terkel: How did you know about 
that?  
 
Paul Tibbets: From Dr. Ramsey. He said the 
only thing we can tell you about it is, it's 
going to explode with the force of 20,000 
tons of TNT. I'd never seen 1 lb. of TNT 
blow up. I'd never heard of anybody who'd 
seen 100 lbs. of TNT blow up. All I felt was 
that this was gonna be one hell of a big 
bang.  
 
Studs Terkel: Twenty thousand tons - that's 
equivalent to how many planes full of 
bombs?  
 
Paul Tibbets: Well, I think the two bombs 
that we used [at Hiroshima and Nagasaki ] 
had more power than all the bombs the air 
force had used during the war in Europe .  

 
Little Boy ready to raise into Enola Gay 

 

 
Today that same bomb loading pit is 

covered and has been made into a 
memorial on Tinian 

 
Studs Terkel: So Ramsey told you about the 
possibilities.  
 
Paul Tibbets: Even though it was still 
theory, whatever those guys told me, 
that's what happened. So I was ready to 
say I wanted to go to war, but I wanted to 
ask Oppenheimer how to get away from 
the bomb after we dropped it. I told him 
that when we had dropped bombs in 
Europe and North Africa, we'd flown 
straight ahead after dropping them - which 
is also the trajectory of the bomb. But 
what should we do this time? He said, 
"You can't fly straight ahead because you'd 
be right over the top when it blows up and 
nobody would ever know you were there." 
He said I had to turn tangent to the 
expanding shock wave. I said, "Well, I've 
had some trigonometry, some physics. 
What is tangency in this case?" He said it 
was 159 degrees in either direction. "Turn 
159 degrees as fast as you can and you'll 



be able to put yourself the greatest 
distance from where the bomb exploded."  

 
 
Studs Terkel: How many seconds did you 
have to make that turn?  
 
Paul Tibbets: I had dropped enough 
practice bombs to realize that the charges 
would blow around 1,500 ft. in the air, so I 
would have 40 to 42 seconds to turn 159 
degrees. I went back to Wendover as quick 
as I could and took the airplane up. I got 
myself to 25,000 ft. and I practiced turning, 
steeper, steeper, steeper and I got it where 
I could pull it around in 40 seconds. The tail 
was shaking dramatically and I was afraid 
of it breaking off, but I didn't quit. That 
was my goal. And I practiced and practiced 
until, without even thinking about it, I 
could do it in between 40 and 42, all the 
time. So, when that day came....  
 
Studs Terkel: You got the go-ahead on 
August 5.  
**** 
Paul Tibbets: Yeah. We were in Tinian [the 
US island base in the Pacific] at the time 
we got the OK. They had sent this 
Norwegian to the weather station out on 
Guam [the US's westernmost territory] and 

I had a copy of his report. We said that, 
based on his forecast, the sixth day of 
August would be the best day that we 
could get over Honshu [the island on which 
Hiroshima stands]. So we did everything 
that had to be done to get the crews ready 
to go: airplane loaded, crews briefed, all of 
the things checked that you have to check 
before you can fly over enemy territory. 
General Groves had a brigadier-general 
who was connected back to Washington 
DC by a special teletype machine. He 
stayed close to that thing all the time, 
notifying people back there, all by code, 
that we were preparing these airplanes to 
go any time me after midnight on the 
sixth. And that's the way it worked out. 
We were ready to go at about four o'clock 
in the afternoon on the fifth and we got 
word from the president that we were free 
to go: "Use me as you wish.." They give 
you a time you're supposed to drop your 
bomb on target and that was 9:15 in the 
morning, but that was Tinian time, one 
hour later than Japanese time. I told 
Dutch, "You figure it out - what time we 
have to start after midnight to be over the 
target at 9 a.m."  
 
Studs Terkel: That'd be Sunday morning.  
 
Paul Tibbets: Well, we got going down the 
runway at right about 2:15 a.m. and we 
took off, we met our rendezvous guys, we 
made our flight up to what we call the 
initial point, that would be a geographic 
position that you could not mistake.. Well, 
of course we had the best one in the world 



with the rivers and bridges and that big 
shrine. There was no mistaking what it 
was.  
 
Studs Terkel: So you had to have the right 
navigator to get it on the button.  
 
Paul Tibbets: The airplane has a bomb 
sight connected to the autopilot and the 
bombardier puts figures in there for where 
he wants to be when he drops the 
weapon, and that's transmitted to the 
airplane. We always took into account 
what would happen if we had a failure and 
the bomb bay doors didn't open; we had a 
manual release put in each airplane so it 
was right down by the bombardier and he 
could pull on that. And the guys in the 
airplanes that followed us to drop the 
instruments needed to know when it was 
going to go. We were told not to use the 
radio, but, hell, I had to. I told them I 
would say, "One minute out," "Thirty 
seconds out," "Twenty seconds" and "Ten" 
and then I'd count, "Nine, eight, seven, six, 
five, four seconds", which would give them 
a time to drop their cargo. They knew what 
was going on because they knew where we 
were. And that's exactly the way it 
worked; it was absolutely perfect. After we 
got the airplanes in formation I crawled 
into the tunnel and went back to tell the 
men, I said, "You know what we're doing 
today?" They said, "Well, yeah, we're 
going on a bombing mission." I said, "Yeah, 
we're going on a bombing mission, but it's 
a little bit special." My tail gunner, Bob 
Caron, was pretty alert. He said, "Colonel, 

we wouldn't be playing with atoms today, 
would we?" I said, "Bob, you've got it just 
exactly right." So I went back up in the 
front end and I told the navigator, 
bombardier, flight engineer, in turn. I said, 
"OK, this is an atom bomb we're 
dropping." They listened intently but I 
didn't see any change in their faces or 
anything else. Those guys were no idiots. 
We'd been fiddling round with the most 
peculiar-shaped things we'd ever seen. So 
we're coming down. We get to that point 
where I say "one second" and by the time 
I'd got that second out of my mouth the  
 

airplane had lurched, because 10,000 lbs. 
had come out of the front. I'm in this turn 
now, tight as I can get it, that helps me 
hold my altitude and helps me hold my 
airspeed and everything else all the way 
round. When I level out, the nose is a little 
bit high and as I look up there the whole 
sky is lit up in the prettiest blues and pinks 
I've ever seen in my life. It was just great. I 
tell people I tasted it. "Well," they say, 
"what do you mean?" When I was a child, 
if you had a cavity in your tooth the dentist 
put some mixture of some cotton or 
whatever it was and lead into your teeth 
and pounded them in with a hammer. I 
learned that if I had a spoon of ice-cream 



and touched one of those teeth I got this 
electrolysis and I got the taste of lead out 
of it. And I knew right away what it was. 
OK, we're all going. We had been briefed 
to stay off the radios: "Don't say a damn 
word, what we do is we make this turn, 
we're going to get out of here as fast as we 
can." I want to get out over the sea of 
Japan because I know they can't find me 
over there. With that done we're home 
free. Then Tom Ferebee has to fill out his 
bombardier's report and Dutch, the 
navigator, has to fill out a log. Tom is 
working on his log and says, "Dutch, what 
time were we over the target?" And Dutch 
says, "Nine-fifteen plus 15 seconds.." 
Ferebee says: "What lousy navigating. 
Fifteen seconds off!"  
 
Studs Terkel: Did you hear an explosion?  
 
Paul Tibbets: Oh yeah.. The shockwave 
was coming up at us after we turned. And 
the tail gunner said, "Here it comes." 
About the time he said that, we got this 
kick in the ass. I had accelerometers 
installed in all airplanes to record the 
magnitude of the bomb. It hit us with two 
and a half G. Next day, when we got 
figures from the scientists on what they 
had learned from all the things, they said, 
"When that bomb exploded, your airplane 
was 10 and half miles away from it."  
 
Studs Terkel: Did you see that mushroom 
cloud?  
 
Paul Tibbets: You see all kinds of 

mushroom clouds, but they were made 
with different types of bombs. The 
Hiroshima bomb did not make a 
mushroom. It was what I call a stringer. It 
just came up. It was black as hell and it had 
light and colors and white in it and grey 
color in it and the top was like a folded-up 
Christmas tree.  

 
Studs Terkel: Do you have any idea what 
happened down below?  
 
Paul Tibbets: Pandemonium! I think it's 
best stated by one of the historians, who 
said: "In one micro-second, the city of 
Hiroshima didn't exist."  
 
Studs Terkel: You came back and you 
visited President Truman.  
 
Paul Tibbets: We're talking 1948 now. I'm 
back in the Pentagon and I get notice from 



the chief of staff, Carl Spaatz, the first chief 
of staff of the air force. When we got to 
General Spaatz's office, General Doolittle 
was there and a colonel named Dave 
Shillen. Spaatz said, "Gentlemen, I just got 
word from the president he wants us to go 
over to his office immediately." On the 
way over, Doolittle and Spaatz were doing 
some talking; I wasn't saying very much. 
When we got out of the car we were 
escorted right quick to the Oval Office. 
There was a black man there who always 
took care of Truman's needs and he said, 
"General Spaatz, will you please be facing 
the desk?" And now, facing the desk, 
Spaatz is on the right, Doolittle and Shillen. 
Of course, militarily speaking, that's the 
correct order, because Spaatz is senior, 
Doolittle has to sit to his left. Then I was 
taken by this man and put in the chair that 
was right beside the president's desk, 
beside his left hand. Anyway, we got a cup 
of coffee and we got most of it consumed 
when Truman walked in and everybody 
stood on their feet. He said, "Sit down, 
please," and he had a big smile on his face 
and he said, "General Spaatz, I want to 
congratulate you on being first chief of the 
Air Force," because it was no longer the air 
corps. Spaatz said, "Thank you, sir, it's a 
great honor and I appreciate it." And he 
said to Doolittle: "That was a magnificent 
thing you pulled flying off of that carrier," 
and Doolittle said, "All in a day's work, Mr. 
President." And he looked at Dave Shillen 
and said, "Colonel Shillen, I want to 
congratulate you on having the foresight 
to recognize the potential in aerial 

refueling. We're gonna need it bad 
someday." And he said, "Thank you very 
much." Then he looked at me for 10 
seconds and he didn't say anything. And 
when he finally did, he said, "What do you 
think?" I said, "Mr. President, I think I did 
what I was told." He slapped his hand on 
the table and said: "You're damn right you 
did, and I'm the guy who sent you. If 
anybody gives you a hard time about it, 
refer them to me."  
 
Studs Terkel: Anybody ever give you a hard 
time?  
 
Paul Tibbets: Nobody gave me a hard time.  
 
Studs Terkel: Do you ever have any second 
thoughts about the bomb?  
 
Paul Tibbets: Second thoughts? No. Studs, 
look. Number one, I got into the air corps 
to defend the United States to the best of 
my ability. That's what I believe in and 
that's what I work for. Number two, I'd 
had so much experience with airplanes. I'd 
had jobs where there was no particular 
direction about how you do it and then of 
course I put this thing together with my 
own thoughts on how it should be because 
when I got the directive I was to be self-
supporting at all times.. On the way to the 
target I was thinking: I can't think of any 
mistakes I've made. Maybe I did make a 
mistake: maybe I was too damned assured. 
At 29 years of age I was so shot in the ass 
with confidence I didn't think there was 
anything I couldn't do. Of course, that 



applied to airplanes and people. So, no, I 
had no problem with it. I knew we did the 
right thing because when I knew we'd be 
doing that I thought, yes, we're going to 
kill a lot of people, but by God we're going 
to save a lot of lives. We won't have to 
invade [ Japan ].  
 
Studs Terkel: Why did they drop the 
second one, the Bockscar [bomb] on 
Nagasaki ?  
 
Paul Tibbets: Unknown to anybody else - I 
knew it, but nobody else knew - there was 
a third one. See, the first bomb went off 
and they didn't hear anything out of the 
Japanese for two or three days. The second 
bomb was dropped and again they were 
silent for another couple of days. Then I 
got a phone call from General Curtis LeMay 
[chief of staff of the strategic air forces in 
the Pacific]. He said, "You got another one 
of those damn things?" I said, "Yes sir." He 
said, "Where is it?" I said, "Over in Utah." 
He said, "Get it out here. You and your 
crew are going to fly it." I said, "Yes sir." I 
sent word back and the crew loaded it on 
an airplane and we headed back to bring it 
right on out to Tinian and when they got it 
to California debarkation point, the war 
was over.  
 
Studs Terkel: What did General LeMay 
have in mind with the third one?  
 
Paul Tibbets: Nobody knows.  
 
Studs Terkel: One big question. Since 

September 11, what are your thoughts? 
People talk about nukes, the hydrogen 
bomb……  
 
Paul Tibbets: Let's put it this way. I don't 
know any more about these terrorists than 
you do; I know nothing. When they 
bombed the Trade Centre I couldn't 
believe what was going on. We've fought 
many enemies at different times. But we 
knew who they were and where they 
were.. These people, we don't know who 
they are or where they are. That's the 
point that bothers me. Because they're 
gonna strike again, I'll put money on it. 
And it's going to be damned dramatic. But 
they're gonna do it in their own sweet 
time. We've got to get into a position 
where we can kill the bastards; none of 
this business of taking them to court, the 
hell with that. I wouldn't waste five 
seconds on them.  
 
Studs Terkel: What about the bomb? 
Einstein said the world has changed since 
the atom was split.  
 
Paul Tibbets: That's right. It has changed.  
 
Studs Terkel: And Oppenheimer knew that.  
 
Paul Tibbets: Oppenheimer is dead. He did 
something for the world and people don't 
understand. And it is a free world.  
 
Studs Terkel: One last thing, when you 
hear people say, "Let's nuke 'em," "Let's 
nuke these people," what do you think?  



Paul Tibbets: Oh, I wouldn't hesitate if I 
had the choice. I'd wipe 'em out. You're 
gonna kill innocent people at the same 
time, but we've never fought a damn war 
anywhere in the world where they didn't 
kill innocent people. If the newspapers 
would just cut out the shit: "You've killed 
so many civilians." That's their tough luck 
for being there.  
 
Studs Terkel: By the way, I forgot to say 
Enola Gay was originally called "Number 
82." How did your mother feel about 
having her name on it?  
 
Paul Tibbets: Well, I can only tell you what 
my dad said. My mother never changed 
her expression very much about anything, 
whether it was serious or light, but when 
she'd get tickled, her stomach would jiggle. 
My dad said to me that when the 
telephone in Miami rang, my mother was 
quiet first. Then, when it was announced 
on the radio, he said: "You should have 
seen the old gal's belly jiggle on that one."  

 
The Enola Gay being readied for display at the 
Steven Udvar Hazy Center of the National Air 

and Space Museum. 

 
Tinian Island today…… 

 
Frontier Airlines comes to Islip! 

 
Left to right: Deputy Airport Commissioner 

Rob Schneider, Commissioner Shelley 
LaRose-Arkin, Islip Supervisor Angie 
Carpenter and Islip Councilmen John 

Cochrane & Trish Bergin Weichbrodt at the 
announcement in the gallery at Islip’s 

Terminal. 
 

In May, the Town of Islip announced the 
exciting news that Frontier Airlines will be 
starting service out of Islip to Orlando this 
August. Airport management has been 
working had to bring additional airline 
service to Islip and the fruits of their 
efforts are finally starting to pay off. Our 
congratulations to Airport Management 
and the Town Board for this significant 
accomplishment. 
 

 



 
L.I. Early Fliers Club readies for 

the arrival of the Widgeon: 
 

Club members have been working hard to 
prepare for the arrival of the Grumman 
Widgeon. 
 

Along with the airplane, the family has 
donated the tug that was used to move the 
plane in and out of the hangar.  
 

We flat-bedded the tug to Bayport last 
month and thanks to the efforts of Tom 
Alferman, John and Tom Hancock and 
occasionally a few others offering advice, 
we should have it running shortly. 

 
The tug sits on the flatbed awaiting the trip 

to Bayport 

 
Very soon, Fred Kattermann, Tres Whitt 
and Dave Vives will start work on checking 
the engines. They plan to borescope them 
and eventually test run them to determine 
if it will be safe to fly the airplane to 
Bayport. If everything checks out well, they 
will perform an annual before the flight. 
 

We hope to have the Widgeon in our 
hangar before summer’s end. 
 

Progress is also being made on the display 
cabinets to organize our collection of 
model airplanes.  This is a collective effort 
by Pat Gallagher, Ray Kelly, Eric Sandberg, 
Jerry Monacchio and Fred Coste. 
 

The lower section is almost complete and 
will hold folding chairs. The upper part has 
five sections for models and will be 
internally lighted. 

 
Three of the five upper sections in place  

on the new display case. 
 

L.I.E.F.C. thanks all of those who show up 
each Wednesday to help move us forward. 
We also appreciate the work of Ed 
McDermott, John Mullenburg and Sal 
Vitale who show up to handle the projects 
that may change each week, depending on 
the needs of the club. The additional 
people who show up are always 
appreciated. 

 

The importance of Fundraising! 
 
The L.I. Early Fliers Club is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization. Fund raising is an 



import issue and must be done in order to 
assure the survival of the organization. 
 
To that end, we are again conducting a 
raffle, which we are calling: 

“MACH MONEY II” 
Tickets are on sale NOW! 

 
The prizes in our raffle are as follows:. 
 

$50 per ticket / 600 tickets to be 
sold 

1st prize is $10,000; or 33% of total ticket sales 

2nd prize is $5,000; or 16.6% of total ticket sales 

Two 3rd prizes: $1,000; or 3.3% of total ticket 
sales 

Two 4th prizes: $500; or 1.6% of total ticket 
sales 

Drawing: December 2017 Holiday Party 

 Winner need not be present to win 

See complete contest rules 

 
We are also asking for our members to 
assist us in ticket sales. For every 10 tickets 
sold, you will receive a FREE ticket! 
 
If every member of our club would help in 
this endeavor by taking just one book of 
tickets to sell, we would be able to sell out 
all of our tickets in a very short amount of 
time. 
 
 
 

We frequently get a reaction from 
members that they don’t think they can 
sell a $50 ticket. Frankly, they are not that 
hard to sell. MANY organizations have 
raffles of this type and people are used to 
that kind of ticket price. The thing that 
makes OUR raffle more attractive than 
most, is the fact that we give away so 
much of the money that is taken in. 
 
There are a total of 6 prizes being 
awarded. The potential total prize money 
is $19,000. That amounts to two thirds of 
all the money that is collected. 
 
The six prizes that are being awarded 
amounts to one prize for every 100 tickets 
that are sold! 
 
This is a great deal for those who support 
the club by buying a ticket and it’s a great 
way for the Long Island Early Fliers Club to 
make the money needed for our expenses 
like the work we do to improve the hangar, 
the cost of moving the Widgeon and 
acquiring other aircraft for display….plus 
the usual expenses like the land lease from 
the Town, insurance, heat and electric. 
 
So please help us by ordering either a book 
of tickets to sell or making a single ticket 
purchase for $50.00 
 
Mail your request to: 
LIEFC, Inc. 
P.O. Box 43 
Holbrook, NY 11741 
 



Time to Smile……….. 
 

Now about that Wednesday 
crew……… 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 



Please support our sponsors: 

 

 
Long Island Early Fliers Club, Inc. is a non-profit organization founded in 1956 and Chartered by 
the New York State Education Department. We are dedicated to aviation education and 
preserving Long Island’s aviation heritage. Volunteers who want to help educate and preserve 
our history are always welcome. Annual Membership in our organization is $35.00 for 
individuals; $50.00 for families. 
 
Donations of aviation memorabilia, aircraft and aircraft parts, aviation clothing, display quality 

models and items of historic significance are always welcome and greatly appreciated. Cash 
donations, as well as artifact donations are tax deductible. You may visit our facility at Bayport 

Aerodrome, Vitamin Drive, Bayport New York most Wednesdays between the hours of 9:00 
a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Appointments are necessary as airports are secure locations and can also be 

arranged at other times for your convenience. Contact us at: L.I.E.F.C., P.O. Box 43, Holbrook, 
NY, 11741 or call (631)-523-5407 (Fred Coste) or fax: 631-588-2147 

 
Sal Vitale             Pat Gallagher              Fred Coste               Joan Vitale 

                                              President                         Vice President                         Treasurer                              Secretary           
 
 

 



Join/Renew today! 
 

 
Please mail completed form with payment to LIEFC, Inc. P.O. Box 43, Holbrook, NY 11741 

Membership Application 
 
Name: __________________________  Annual Dues* 
       * Dues are not prorated. Dues year runs 
Address: ________________________  from January 1 through December 31 
 
 _________________________  Individual membership:  $35.00 
       Family membership:  $50.00 
Email: __________________________ 
       I am applying for: 
Occupation: _____________________  Individual ___  Family ___  Membership 
 
Names of family members joining: _______________________________________________ 
 
Background information: (Please check all that apply) 
Aviation Enthusiast  Private Pilot  Work(ed) in aviation industry  
Model Builder  Commercial Pilot  Aviation mechanic  
History Buff  Airline Pilot  Aircraft owner  
Computer technician  Enjoy writing  Enjoy photography  
      
 
I, ___________________________, being interested in the preservation of all facets of aviation 
history, particularly that pertaining to Long Island’s aviation heritage, do hereby apply for 
membership in the Long Island Early Fliers Club, Inc. 
      ______________________________ _________ 
        (signature)       (date) 

The Long Island Early Fliers Club, Inc. is a non-profit organization, founded in 1956 and chartered by 
the New York State Education Department.  


