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Editor’s Note: 

 

The Long Island Early Fliers have had many interesting items tucked away – no, hidden in 

plain sight, actually, for many years. When we first moved into the new hangar, we had 5 

times the square footage of our former location, however the “collection” filled the new 

hangar and there seemed to be no space to move around. Over time, as things became 

organized, treasures seemed to magically emerge, presenting themselves to skeptics who 

once thought these relicts would be better displayed at the Islip Landfill. 

 

One such treasure was a giant float plane that had been built from scratch. It looked like a 

cross between a Wright Flyer and a Catalina (PBY). Most people walked by this specimen and 

appreciated the workmanship, but thought it lacked the structural integrity to be anyplace 

but the old solid core door on which it had been sitting for the last few decades. Aside from 

the dedication it took to build this enormous model, there weren’t many who appreciated 

the NC4’s place in history. 

 

Motivated by desire to reclaim floor space in the hangar, members of the Wednesday work 

crew decided that the model would be better served in a position of honor hanging with the  



other models from the roof of the hangar; 
and so began the learning experience that 
was centered on our Navy NC4. 
 

 
 

It’s a story about this seaplane that flew 

from Queens to the Azores in 1919, eight 

years before the Spirit of St. Louis, taking 

three weeks. Obviously, the flight was not 

nonstop, preserving Charles Lindberg’s 

place in history, however it did represent 

the first successful Atlantic crossing by air. 

 

Conceived during the First World War, the 

NC class of flying boats, popularly known 

as "Nancy Boats," was intended to meet a 

U.S. Navy requirement for extended range 

aircraft for anti-submarine patrol. An 

important design consideration of the NC 

class held that these flying boats be 

capable of flying under their own power 

from the continental United States to the 

European war zone because shipping space 

was in short supply during this period in 

1917. The German U-boat offensive at the 

time was sinking close to one million tons 

of Allied shipping every month. 

 
There were 4 planes of the NC series, as a 

joint venture with the Glen Curtiss 

Company built during World War I. Each 

was numbered 1 through 4 and originally 

designed as reconnaissance aircraft to 

hunt down German U-boats, but the war 

ended before the planes were completed.  

 

In April, 1919, Assistant Secretary of the 

Navy, Franklin Delano Roosevelt had a ride 

in NC-2 during a visit to the Rockaways 

and, realizing that the race to fly to Europe 

was gaining traction, it was decided that 

these planes might be the way to achieve 

that goal in the history books. 

 

The NC-2 developed some problems and 

was cannibalized for parts to repair the 

NC-1, after a storm damaged that plane 

while parked in Jamaica Bay. The Atlantic 

crossing was to be made with the three 

remaining aircraft. 

 

By this time, the idea of flight across the 

Atlantic was more than a romantic notion. 

There was a financial prize being 

sponsored by The Daily Mail, a London 

newspaper. The prize was $10,000 pounds, 



which in 2019 dollars amounted to over 

$615,000.00. However military aviators 

were not eligible for the competition. The 

Navy was committed to the project, 

nonetheless. In an effort to make this 

mission as safe as possible, destroyers 

were deployed at 50 mile intervals in case 

of an emergency, as well as for refueling. 

 

For the NC-1 and the NC-3, the first leg of 

the flight was uneventful. They arrived in 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, as planned, about 10 

hours after leaving Queens. But the NC-4 

went down in the waters off Cape Cod, 

only a couple of hours after leaving. One 

engine had radiator trouble; another 

exploded. The NC-4 could not fly on the 

remaining engine, but it could sail. They 

acted as though it were a boat, basically, 

using the engine to push them in the 

water, to the naval air station in Chatham, 

Massachusetts. There, mechanics got the 

engines working again. Between the 

repairs and bad weather, the crew had to 

wait six days before departing for Halifax 

on the morning of May 14. After leaving 

Halifax, the NC-4 flew to Trepassey, 

Newfoundland, where it caught up with 

the NC-1 and the NC-3.  

 

The NC-1 and the NC-3 went down in the 

water after later in the flight and were 

damaged. But the NC-4 kept going, though 

it did not make it to the planned landing 

spot in the Azores, the islands in the North 

Atlantic off Portugal. 

 

It got only as far as Horta, in the central 

Azores, about 175 miles west of Ponta 

Delgada, where the pilots had planned to 

land. Bad weather forced another delay — 

three more days of waiting out the rain 

and the clouds before making the two-

hour flight to Ponta Delgada. 

 

In contrast to the present, these aircraft 

flew at 90 mph maximum, with the crews 

exposed to the elements in open, 

unheated cockpits. A scheduled stop for 

fuel in the Azores required more than 17 

hours to reach—elapsed flying time for the 

entire crossing would add up to more than 

26 hours! 

 

    Beleaguered by engine trouble and 

inclement weather, NC-1 and -3 landed 

short of the Azores, but with high seas and 

waves cresting over 20 feet, were unable 

to take off again. Yet, NC-3 sailed and was 

taxied backwards some 250 miles to the 

Azores, a formidable adventure in its own 

right! NC-1 was abandoned to the sea, but 

the crew was rescued by a Greek freighter. 

NC-4, after what seemed like impossible 

delays in weather, engine repairs, and 

other problems, finally made Lisbon, 

Portugal, on May 27, becoming the first 

aircraft to cross the Atlantic. Later it flew 

to Plymouth, England, and the crew took a 

train to London, where the commanding 

officer, Lt. Comdr. A. C. Read, met Winston 

Churchill and the Prince of Wales. 

 

The NC-4 was put on public display in 

Central Park in New York City and in 



several other locations, including 

Philadelphia and Washington, D.C. The hull 

of the NC-4 was exhibited at the 

Smithsonian Institution in 1920 and 

ownership was transferred to the 

Smithsonian in 1927. The remaining 

components were retained in Navy storage 

until they were obtained by the 

Smithsonian in 1961. The Smithsonian 

decided to fully restore the NC-4 for the 

50th anniversary of the first transatlantic 

crossing. With the assistance of three Navy 

technicians, the restoration of the NC-4 

was completed and the aircraft was 

displayed on the national Mall for the 50th 

anniversary celebration on May 8, 1969. 

After the brief exhibition, the NC-4 was 

disassembled and placed in storage until it 

was loaned to the Naval Aviation Museum 

in Pensacola, Florida, in 1974, and is now 

on display there. 

 

 
THE CREW OF THE NC-4: 

 

LtCdr Albert C Read, USN, 

commander/navigator 

 

Lt Walter Hinton, USNR, pilot 

 

Lt Elmer F Stone, USCG, pilot 

 

Lt James L Breese, USNR, flight engineer 
 

Chief Eugene T Rhoads, USN, flight 

engineer 
 

Ens Herbert C Rodd, USNR, radio operator 
 

 
 

 Though NC-4 was the first in 1919, its 

place in history and the significance of its 

flight have long been diminished over 

time. The crews were soon forgotten as 

America looked to peace and prosperity 

after the war. It took Congress 10 years to 

appropriate the meager budget needed to 

award special medals which were 

authorized for the NC crews. Four 

presidential elections passed before the 

men stood at their White House 

ceremony! 

 

The British erected a plaque to the NC-4 at 

Plymouth marking the actual end of its 

flight, and the Portuguese featured a 

similar tribute at Lisbon. On the 50th 

anniversary in 1969 a marker 

Was placed at Rockaway, where it all 

began.  

 

The flight of Nancy Boats, its lessons and 

its blazing of the Atlantic airways, are 



largely unknown today. When visiting the 

Long Island Early Fliers Museum at 

Bayport, please take a moment to 

appreciate this relic of aviation history. 

 
 

*******LIEFC News******* 

The Wednesday work crew has set its 

sights on restoring our LINK Trainer. As 

usual, projects like this start as a mystery 

bus ride, but thanks to the tenacity of Tom 

Alferman, Mark Loiacono, Tom & John 

Hancock and Eric Sandberg, major progress 

is being made.

The fully restored turn motor that drives 

our LINK Trainer 

 

The machine is driven by a series of 

bellows and gains its lateral mobility from 

a vacuum motor that was commonly used 

in player pianos. That motor resembles an 

internal combustion engine using instead 

of pistons, the aforementioned series of 

bellows. The kinetic energy is transferred 

from the bellows to a crankshaft, enabling 

the pilot trainee to turn left or right.  

 

As it turns out, although an operational 

original LINK trainer is somewhat rare, the 

talent to rebuild the bellows systems was 

found through an online search! The crew 

is well along in the rebuild and the 

excitement of actually having the trainer 

operational is like electric in the air at our 

hangar!  

 

Our Finger Lakes Bus Tour 

draws near: 
  
See the details of our bus tour later in this 

issue. A frequent question regarding our 

trips is whether or not attendance is open 

to everyone, or just LIEF Members. 

 

I’m pleased to tell you that everyone is 

welcome. If you would like to have friends 

and relatives come along, please do so.  

 

Welcome new members: 
 

Robert E. Fliedner 

 

 



Time to smile……… 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 



Don’t forget! 

The Long Island Early Fliers Club, Inc. 

******Fall Finger Lakes Region Bus Trip****** 

We are pleased to announce our latest bus trip to: 

1). Corning Glass Works 

2). Glen Curtiss Museum 

3). Bully Hill Vineyard tour & wine tasting 

4). Wings & Wheels Sea Plane gathering on Keuka Lake  

  

Thursday, September 12th through Saturday, September 14th 2019 

  

Included in this trip: 

1). Roundtrip transportation from L.I. to NY’s beautiful southern tier by motor 

coach.  

     (Includes bus driver gratuity) 

2). Two nights at Hampton Inn Hotel (Includes full breakfast and cocktail 

reception first day) 

3). Admission charges / tours at various locations. 

 

Cost of this excursion: (Prices include all items mentioned) 

1). Single Occupancy: $590.00 per person 

2). Double occupancy: $470.00 per person (two sharing a room) 

  

Sign up today! 

 

Please call Fred Coste with any questions at 631-523-5407 

(If no answer, leave a message and he will get back to you) 

 

 

 



Please support our sponsors: 

 

 

Long Island Early Fliers Club, Inc. is a non-profit organization founded in 1956 and Chartered 
by the New York State Education Department. We are dedicated to aviation education and 
preserving Long Island’s aviation heritage. Volunteers who want to help educate and 
preserve our history are always welcome. Annual Membership in our organization is $35.00 
for individuals; $50.00 for families. 
 

Donations of aviation memorabilia, aircraft and aircraft parts, aviation clothing, display 
quality models and items of historic significance are always welcome and greatly appreciated. 

Cash donations, as well as artifact donations are tax deductible. You may visit our facility at 
Bayport Aerodrome, Vitamin Drive, Bayport New York most Wednesdays between the hours 
of 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Appointments are necessary as airports are secure locations and 
can also be arranged at other times for your convenience. Contact us at: L.I.E.F.C., P.O. Box 

43, Holbrook, NY, 11741 or call (631)-523-5407 (Fred Coste) or fax: 631-588-2147 
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