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Editor’s Note: 
 

My wife wanted to go on a different kind of vacation and asked what I thought about 

participating in an event in which we learned something new. I was OK with the idea, and she 

suggested that we go on an Earthwatch expedition. I admit, I was curious about what exactly 

that might mean.  
 

The catalogue that arrived in the mail had many interesting sounding adventures that 

included counting populations of birds in Alaska, archeological digs in England and 

categorizing monkeys in the Amazon Rain Forest. After some discussion, the choice was 

digging for the human remains among those of woolly mammoths in a small town in southern 

England. How hard can that be? 
 

We met our group of would-be archeologists at a hotel in Oxford and got acquainted over tea 

and cookies while we waited for the team with actual backgrounds in archeology to arrive. 

The lead researcher was Dr. Kate Scott, University of Oxford. 

(https://www.stx.ox.ac.uk/people/kate-scott). Our purpose was finding, preserving and 

documenting the history of mammals that inhabited southern England over 200,000 years 

ago and hopefully find signs of human habitation. 
 

Kate and an associate named Jeffrey met the 15 Earthwatch volunteers, packed us all into 

two vans and we set off on our ten day adventure to a small village called Stanton Harcourt in 

Oxfordshire. Our accommodations were not what one would call luxurious, but we weren’t  

 

https://www.stx.ox.ac.uk/people/kate-scott


there for luxury; this was an opportunity to 

learn something new and enjoy evenings 

with locals in pubs and explore haunted 

graveyards. 

 
 

At first, the excitement of arriving at the 

dig site carried great enthusiasm. Everyone 

was provided with an area in which to dig 

that was approximately one meter square. 

The team also issued a small trowel and 

soft bristle brush to sweep the soil from 

the bones and mammoth tusks they would 

uncover. I did not get a trowel or a brush. I 

suppose the distinction of being the 

youngest male in the group earned me a 

pick axe and shovel. I was given my own 

private quarter of an acre from which I was 

to excavate the top two feet of ground on 

the far side of the tool shed. I was out of 

sight of the rest of the group. My purpose 

was to remove a top layer of clay laden soil 

for future digs. It was going to be a long 

ten days. 

 

Jeffrey came by to visit occasionally and to 

tell me it was break time. The breaks took 

place under a pair of tarps; the same place 

where we would go during the short 

periods of rain each day. The area was 

desolate and wind swept. I asked Jeffrey 

about the history of the area and how the 

dig came about at this location. He told me 

the area was intended to be a land fill, 

however when they started unearthing 

200,000 year old mammoth tusks, the 

project was put on hold. Oxford is known 

for a dense layer of clay that is about a 

mile thick and is about 100 feet below the 

surface of the ground. That layer of clay 

made the area ideal for a landfill because 

the trash could be easily encapsulated; 

nothing could leach into the ground water.      

 
The land fill project had been well 

underway when the stop order came. An 

enormous trench had been excavated next 

to where I was asked to work. I walked to 

the edge and saw a long slope that went 

down about 100 feet to the Oxford clay 

that Jeffery described. The clay was light 

grey in color, exactly like the modeling clay 

I played with as a kid. The bottom of the 

excavated area was at least 200 feet wide 

and then there was the slope up to the far 

side. The thing that really caught my 

attention was what was on the other side 

of the trench. There were a few masonry 

buildings. The more I looked across the 

trench, the more I became convinced this 



obviously flat plain had been an air base in 

World War II. 

 

By the fourth day of my archeology career, 

while alone in my mud hole, I decided it 

was time to cross this great divide and 

satisfy my curiosity. I was about halfway 

across the Oxford clay at the bottom of the 

landfill pit when Jeffrey spotted me and 

started yelling for me to come back. I 

wasn’t sure if I were trespassing onto 

private property or escaping from a prison 

camp. Jeffrey gave chase. 

 
 

I entered the masonry building and 

watched through the steel casement 

window that had not a pane of glass left in 

it, as Jeffery came up the slope. He asked 

what I was doing. I told him I was looking 

for WWII artifacts. He said you’re wasting 

your time.  This had been a pig farm. I told 

him to stick to Mammoth tusks; this was 

an airbase during the war. I could tell by 

the architecture. I explained that the 

masonry building nearby with the flat roof 

and the remains of a steel railing was 

where the crews would face east and 

 
count the returning planes before they 

landed. Jeffrey was quiet as I explained 

what I saw. We walked back to the dig site 

with Jeffrey insisting that it was just a pig 

farm. When I got home, I was able to 

research where I had been. It was called 

RAF Stanton Harcourt. The description 

even talked about the landfill that was 

being excavated. 

 

RAF Stanton Harcourt had been one of 

more than 300 airbases scattered 

throughout Great Britain during the war. It 

is the site of a former WWII RAF bomber 

base, a few miles West of Oxford. I was 

disappointed that the 8th Air Forces B-17s 

had not been associated with this base.  



Built in the early years of the War, the 

base closed shortly after hostilities ceased, 

but during the War, it was notable for 

being the starting point for the Raid on the 

German Battleship Scharnhorst.  The base 

at Stanton Harcourt was built as a Satellite 

for Abingdon with 3 Hard Runways.  Its 

War started before it was completed when 

a German bombing raid killed 9 

workmen.  The airfield was ready for use 

by September 3, 1940 and was used for 

night flying training. The Brits preferred 

night time bombing raids, while the U.S. 

opted for daytime raids. 

 

Blind Approach Training (BAT) -  

The infancy of instrument flying 
 

 
When 1501 BAT Flight moved from 
Abingdon to its satellite base at 
RAF Stanton Harcourt on April 18th, 
1943, Wing Commander Thomas G. “Jeff” 
Jefferson was appointed Commanding 
Officer at Stanton Harcourt. He recalled: 
 
‘Stanton Harcourt was much bigger 
than Abingdon. We had over 4,000 guys 
there, with a large proportion of WAAFs.  It 

had runways, while Abingdon was still 
grass, then.  I remember one day when we 
had a visit by the Inspector-General of the 
RAF – Air Chief Marshal Sir Arthur 
Longmore – who was accompanied by 
the AOC and the Station 
Commander of Abingdon.  He wanted to 
know why our aeroplanes were flying in 
fog, not in an absolute pea-souper, but in 
very, very low visibility.  The Station 
Commander said: “Oh, well, that’s the BAT 
Flight, Sir! They always Fly!”  So he 
said: “Well, I’d like to know more about 
this!”  I was called in, and told that the 
Inspector-General would like a flight in one 
of our aircraft!  I thought, right!  Oh dear, 
Oh dear!  So he came round in his car, and 
even the AOC was standing at the 
salute!  We went off, did a leg and a 
landing, and he was impressed!  He told 
me that he’d like to have a go at this.  So, 
with all these people waiting for him, we 
went round again, and let him fly the 
aircraft. He was absolutely fantastic – a 
very, very nice chap!  He was 100%.  Each 
time the AOC & Station Commander kept 
coming towards us, he would get out, and 
wanted another go!  Now that was very 
interesting!’ 

 
The Avro Lancaster bomber 

Sinking the Scharnhorst 
Scharnhorst was a German capital ship; 
the lead ship of her class.  She operated for 
much of the early portion of World War II, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capital_ship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lead_ship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scharnhorst-class_battleship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II


in the Atlantic, to raid British merchant 
shipping. During her first 
operation, Scharnhorst sank the auxiliary 
cruiser HMS Rawalpindi in a short 
engagement (November 
1939). Scharnhorst and Gneisenau  
participated in Operation 
Weserübung (April–June 1940), the 
German invasion of Norway.  
During operations off Norway, the two 
ships engaged the battlecruiser HMS 
Renown and sank the aircraft carrier 
HMS Glorious as well as her escort 
destroyers Acasta and Ardent. In that 
engagement Scharnhorst achieved one of 
the longest-range naval gunfire hits in 
history. 
 

In early 1943, Scharnhorst joined 
the Bismarck-class battleship Tirpitz in 
Norway to interdict Allied convoys to 
the Soviet Union. Scharnhorst and 
several destroyers sortied from Norway to 
attack a convoy, but British naval patrols 
intercepted the German force. During 
the Battle of the North Cape (26 December 
1943), the Royal Navy 
battleship HMS Duke of York and her 
escorts from RAF Stanton Harcourt 
sank Scharnhorst. Only 36 men were 
rescued, out of a crew of 1,968. 
 

On January 12th, 1943 Winston 

Churchill departed RAF Stanton Harcourt in 

a converted Liberator Bomber for 

the Casablanca Conference.   
 

The Casablanca Conference (codenamed 

SYMBOL, or Anfa Conference) was held at 

the Anfa Hotel in Casablanca, French 

Morocco, from January 14 to 24, 1943, to 

plan the Allied European strategy for the 

next phase of World War II. In attendance 

were United States President Franklin D. 

Roosevelt and British Prime Minister 

Winston Churchill. Also attending were the 

sovereign of Morocco, Sultan Muhammad 

V and representing the Free French forces 

Generals Charles de Gaulle and Henri 

Giraud, but they played minor roles and 

were not part of the military planning. 

USSR General Secretary Joseph Stalin 

declined to attend, citing the ongoing 

Battle of Stalingrad as requiring his 

presence in the Soviet Union. 
 

The conference's agenda addressed the 

specifics of tactical procedure, allocation of 

resources, and the broader issues of 

diplomatic policy. The debate and 

negotiations produced what was known as 

the Casablanca Declaration, and perhaps 

its most historically provocative statement 

of purpose, "unconditional surrender." 

That doctrine came to represent the 

unified voice of implacable Allied will and 

the determination that the Axis powers 

would be fought to their ultimate defeat. 

 
Allied leaders (from left) French General 
Henri Giraud, U.S. President Franklin D. 

Roosevelt, French General Charles de 
Gaulle, and British Prime Minister Winston 

Churchill at the Casablanca Conference, 
January 1943. 

U.S. Army Photo 
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There is little left of RAF Stanton Harcourt; 

it’s glory days long gone and mostly 

forgotten. I’m glad that events that took 

place on this small patch of ground 

200,000 years ago gave me the 

opportunity to learn about this part of 

Oxfordshire and the people who passed 

through this area. I came there as a 

volunteer, but I gained a wealth of 

knowledge. I wonder what will the next 

200,000 years will bring?  

 
 

Please take the time to visit us today at: 
 

www.liefef.org 
 

And tell us what you think!  
 

 

 

Send a new member our 

way! 
 

LIEFEF is looking for new members. Do you 

have a friend or family member who is 

interested in aviation? Our membership 

application is in this issue of our 

newsletter. They can also join online at: 

www.liefef.org 
 

A Special THANK YOU! To 

all those who have sent in 

donations along with 

paying their membership 

dues: 

 

1). Mark Loiacono  $115.00 

2). Pat Gallagher     $165.00 

3). Jerry Monacchio  $  65.00 

4) Lenny & Pat Ohlsson $  50.00 

5). Stanley Kalemaris  $  65.00 

6). Randy Davis  $500.00 

7). Peter Borneman  $  65.00 

8). George Bowen  $  15.00 

9). Michael Scott  $  65.00 

10).Rob Lamanna  $  15.00 

11). Frank Martucci  $100.00 

12). Louis Urciuoli  $100.00 

13). Eric Sandberg  $  65.00 

14). Jason McMunn  $  65.00 
 

Every dollar we receive goes toward 

supporting the work of the Early Fliers and 

maintaining our museum. This year we are 

more appreciative than ever, as we have 

been unable to hold our regular activities 

due to COVID -19 and all the government 

restrictions associated with the pandemic. 

Thank you all for your generosity! 

Your donations are tax deductible!! 

http://www.liefef.org/
http://www.liefef.org/


Time to smile……… 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

A few announcements from the 

church bulletin: 
 

1). The Fasting & Prayer Conference 

includes meals. 

  

2). Ladies, don't forget the rummage 

sale.  It's a chance to get rid of those 

things not worth keeping around the 

house.  Bring your husbands. 
 

3). Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I will 

not pass this way again,' giving 

obvious pleasure to the 

congregation. 
 

4). A bean supper will be held on 

Tuesday evening in the church hall. 

Music will follow.  
 

5). Please place your donation in the 

envelope along with the deceased 

person you want remembered. 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Long Island Early Fliers Education Foundation 

Bayport Aerodrome, 

Bayport, NY 

 

P.O. Box 43, Holbrook, NY 

11741 

www.liefef.org 
 

Membership Application 
 

Name: __________________________  Annual Dues* 

        

Address: ________________________  Individual membership:  $35.00 
 

 _________________________  Family membership:  $50.00  

     

Email: __________________________ 

       I am applying for: 

Occupation: _____________________  Individual ___  Family ___  Membership 
 

Names of family members joining: _______________________________________________ 

 

Background information: (Please check all that apply) 

Aviation Enthusiast  Private Pilot  Work(ed) in aviation industry  

Model Builder  Commercial Pilot  Aviation mechanic  

History Buff  Airline Pilot  Aircraft owner  

Computer technician  Enjoy writing  Enjoy photography  

      

 

I, ___________________________, being interested in the preservation of all facets of aviation 

history, particularly that pertaining to Long Island’s aviation heritage, do hereby apply for 

membership in the Long Island Early Fliers Education Foundation. 

      ______________________________ _________ 
        (signature)       (date) 

The Long Island Early Fliers Education Foundation. is a non-profit organization, founded in 

1956 and chartered by the New York State Education Department. It is dedicated to 

recording, preserving and disseminating information about aviation and Long Island’s 

Aviation Heritage. 

Donations of cash and aviation artifacts are tax deductible and always appreciated. 

Donations of your time and talent are also gratefully accepted. 



Please support our sponsors: 

 

Long Island Early Fliers Education Foundation 

Bayport Aerodrome, Bayport, 

NY 

 

P.O. Box 43, Holbrook, NY 

11741 

www.liefef.org 
 

Long Island Early Fliers Education Foundation is a non-profit organization founded in 1956 
and Chartered by the New York State Education Department. We are dedicated to aviation 
education and preserving Long Island’s aviation heritage. Volunteers who want to help 
educate and preserve our history are always welcome. Annual Membership in our 
organization is $35.00 for individuals; $50.00 for families. 
 

Donations of aviation memorabilia, aircraft and aircraft parts, aviation clothing, display 
quality models and items of historic significance are always welcome and greatly appreciated. 

Cash donations, as well as artifact donations are tax deductible. You may visit our facility at 
Bayport Aerodrome, Vitamin Drive, Bayport New York most Wednesdays between the hours 
of 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Appointments are necessary as airports are secure locations and 
can also be arranged at other times for your convenience. Contact us at: L.I.E.F.E.F., P.O. Box 

43, Holbrook, NY, 11741 or call (631)-523-5407 (Fred Coste) or fax: 631-588-2147 
 

F. Mark Loiacono        A.J. Manfredi          Fred Coste           Sal Urciuoli 
                                                    President                         Vice President                       Treasurer                           Secretary           
 

                                                     Salvatore Vitale                   Pat Gallagher 
                                                       President Emeritus                        Vice President Emeritus 

 



Sal Vitale 

  
 

August 7th, 1927 – February 17th, 2021 

 

Thanks for all you did for the  

Long Island Early Fliers Education Foundation 

“We went in that direction,” and you lead the way! 

Thank you, Sal. 


